Expression of c-erbB receptors, MMPs and VEGF in head and neck squamous cell carcinoma.
Head and neck squamous cell carcinomas (HNSCC) are characterized by a marked propensity for local invasion and cervical lymph node metastasis. The aim of this article was to review the expression of epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR), c-erbB-2, vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) and matrix metal loproteinases (MMPs) in HNSCC patients and to study their possible correlation to various clinicopathologic parameters. Based on this review, the expression of EGFR, c-erbB-2, VEGF, or MMPs play important roles for tumor growth, invasion and metastasis in HNSCC. c-erbB receptors, MMPs and VEGF might aid the clinician in the selection of an appropriate therapy for individual patients and help to predict the prognosis of patients.